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Superintendent
Dr. Lucy Van Scyoc

     As our fall semester starts to wind down, we have many things to be thankful for and celebrate! 

     As a District, one of our main goals consists of creating a positive learning environment where students                                    
     are welcomed, valued, safe and engaged.  For almost a decade now, TJUHSD has been working on  
     Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports, PBIS, focused on fostering this type of environment.  
     For the first time, one of our schools, Accelerated Charter High School, was recognized with the highest 
     PBIS distinction, Platinum.  The ACHS team achieved this distinction because of their hard work and  
     dedication to our students.  ACHS has a systemic approach to supporting the whole child and because of  
     this approach, the ACHS team was asked to present at the PBIS conference in Sacramento.  Tulare Union, Tulare 
     Western, Sierra Vista Charter, and Countryside received a Gold distinction and Tech Prep received a  
     Bronze distinction.  Additionally, the month of September was Attendance Awareness month.  Each of 

our schools had a variety of incentives during the month of September to celebrate students with good attendance.  The grand prize for Attendance 
Awareness Month was a 65 inch television. Congratulations to our students from each of our sites who won the television.  

Our fall sports once again had a successful season.  Congratulations to the following teams for their League Championships: TU and TW Boys Water 
Polo, TW Girls Water Polo, and TU and TW Girls Tennis. Congratulations also to Grace Freitas, MO,  and Noeliah Zavala, TU, for making it to the 
Girls Golf Section Finals. Grace finished 4th overall in the Area Championships.  We also had multiple teams make it to the playoffs:  MO and TU 
Football, TW Volleyball, TU and TW Girls Water Polo, TU and TW Boys Water Polo and TU, TW and MO Girls Tennis.  Congratulations also to 
Kadijah Vado, TU, Hannah Salazar, TW, and Jocelyn Gomez, MO for qualifying for the individual championships in girls tennis. Additionally, we had 
the following doubles teams qualify for the championships:  Rodriguez/Bell-TW, Zamarripa/Jimenez-TU, Burnes/Ortega-MO, and 
Moreno/Quillin-MO.  The Cross Country West Yosemite League meet is scheduled for this week.  Our Opportunity Education schools also competed 
in volleyball through the Central Valley Athletic Conference League.   

Beyond sports, our students were also recognized for their achievements in the Performing Arts.  Our marching bands from each of our comprehensive 
schools are having an excellent season and have earned multiple awards at various competitions. The Band Showcase will be held at the Bob Mathias 
Stadium on Thursday, November 17 at 6:30 pm.  This is a great opportunity to see each of our talented band programs in action.  The drama program 
at Tulare Western and Mission Oak had a very successful performance of their fall play.  Tulare Union Drama will be presenting “The Spirit of 
Christmas or The Story of Ernestina Scrooge'', December 7th through the 9th at 7 pm and December 10th at 2 pm.  Dance Dynamixs, TJUHSD’s 
Dance team, has also had great performances at school events throughout the district and at the Bell Game.  We are also looking forward to our Choir 
Candlelight Concert scheduled for December 13th at 7:00pm in the Tulare Community Auditorium.  It is great to see our talented students excel in our 
various performing arts programs.  



Our students were also well represented at the TCOE 2022 Character Counts! Kids of Character Provident-Salierno Family Foundation Awards 
for exemplifying the six pillars of character.  Out of approximately 5,000 nominations, TJUHSD had five students recognized.  Congratulations to 
the following students who were finalists in each of these pillars:  Auliya Gonzales from Mission Oak, a Respect finalist;  Braxton Nunley and 
Alex Thorpe from Tulare Union, Caring finalists; and Daisy Jackson from Sierra Vista, a Citizenship finalist.  Congratulations also to Diego Mora 
from Tulare Western who was the overall winner in the Responsibility category.  

Our Tulare FFA was recognized at the 2022 National FFA Convention, as a star Chapter. We also had six students recognized for the American 
FFA Degree.  This is the highest degree that can be bestowed on any member with only approximately  2% of the FFA  members obtaining this 
degree nationwide.  Members are only eligible to receive this degree one year after they graduate.   TJUHSD alumni receiving this prestigious 
award were: Baylee Bettencourt, Emma Coelho, Blain Faria, Christian Gonzalez, Michaela Mederos, and Bryce Nagel- Baylee.  Avery Coelho 
also competed with her Agriscience Fair Project, placing fourth overall in the nation.  Her project consisted of a study on trimming fat on 
carcasses at warmer temperatures to improve qualities of cut and adding value to the meat.  We are very proud of the accomplishments of all of 
our students and how well they represent our District throughout not only the state, but also the nation.    

TJUHSD also continues to provide a variety of activities for our students to explore college and career opportunities.  Tulare Union and Mission 
Oak juniors participated in the Career Fair in October and the freshmen academy students participated in an Academy luncheon at the Tulare 
International Agri-Center. Our district has four academies, Art Media & Entertainment, Academy of Engineering, Pre-Medical Academy, and 
Protective Services and Law. The luncheon allows our academy students to consult and collaborate with local industry leaders.  We appreciate the 
support of our Chamber and Industry Partners in being able to provide these opportunities and experiences to our students.  Our Chamber of 
Commerce also held a Business After Hours at Accelerated Charter High School for the month October.  The event was well attended and our 
guests were impressed with the various opportunities available to our students at ACHS.  Congratulations also to our Tulare Union students who 
earned their Food Handlers Certification.  

I appreciate being able to visit our sites throughout the semester and experience the activities organized by ASB and school clubs.  Our students 
and advisors work hard to create a positive school culture and have many opportunities for students to get involved.  From Homecoming to 
rivalry game activities and Chili Cook Offs, it is great to see our students showing off their school spirit and cheering each other on.  
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In addition to our student recognitions, Tulare County Office of Education held its annual Excellence in Education Awards on November 2, 2022 
and three of our staff members were recognized for their contributions to education.  Robert Rajewich is a Mathematics and Engineering  teacher, 
as well as the Mathematics coach at Mission Oak.  Mr. Rajewich was honored in the Teacher of the Year category.  Gjon Guerrero is the 
Maintenance and Operations Supervisor for Tulare Western and the Adult School and was honored as a nominee for the Administrator/Manager of 
the Year.  Tim Seible is the Technology Technician for Mission Oak and was honored as a nominee for the School Employee Category.  Each of 
these individuals goes above and beyond in their role and is extremely deserving of this recognition.  We have an amazing staff who truly cares 
about our students and their success.

We are also continuing to work on various facility projects throughout our district.  This includes the Aquatics Complex and a Career Technical 
Education (CTE) building at Mission Oak High School.  The Aquatics Complex will consist of a 50-meter pool with a 4-lane warm-up, while the 
CTE building will consist of an Auto shop and Wood shop.  We are looking forward to starting on both of these projects this spring.  

With the end of the semester quickly approaching, it is important for our students to make sure they take advantage of all the supports we have 
available.  Each of our sites offers multiple tutoring opportunities for our students.  Please reach out to our staff for more information regarding 
these opportunities.  
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From left,  Isidro Carrasco, Robert Rajewich, Tim Seible, Gjon Guerrero, Tou Lor, Lori Morton



The Tulare Joint Union High School District has partnered with Hazel Health to provide access to quality health care services for 
all students, at no cost to families, this school year. A school health representative can initiate a video visit with a Hazel health care 
provider while at-school to provide either physical or mental health services. Therapy sessions with Hazel Health are private and 
confidential.

Hazel is available to our students at home. When a student needs health services, the parent can connect directly with a Hazel 
provider over live video. Hazel is also available at school, during regular school hours. When a student is in school and needs 
health services, the school nurse or designated staff uses an iPad to help connect your child directly with a Hazel provider over live 
video.

● Hazel visits are available at school during regular school hours
● Hazel at Home services for mental health are available Mon-Fri 7AM-7PM
● Hazel at Home services for physical health are available Mon-Fri 7AM-5PM

Children are experiencing mental health issues more than ever before, and finding support can take as long as six months. Hazel is 
making ongoing support for students available immediately. Expert therapists can help with stress, bullying, relationship issues, 
anxiety, depression, grief, trauma, and more. They can also recommend care management to local resources and make referrals to 
mental health services to ensure students receive the long-term support they need.

With Hazel, students can immediately speak with a doctor or mental health clinician from school or home. Hazel offers on-demand 
virtual care, including over-the-counter or prescription medicine, care coordination with the student’s family doctor, and 
communication with the school nurse. Hazel visits are simple, secure, and convenient, and each in-school visit saves an average of 
3 hours of instructional time. Hazel can help with stomach aches, headaches, sprained ankles, asthma concerns, pink eye, and 
everything in between by providing same-day pediatric care. Hazel coordinates with local providers, including primary care 
providers and specialists to ensure continuity of care.

Sign up now:  https://my.hazel.co/tjuhsd/info

Hazel Health
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In the ever-changing world of education, the Tulare Joint Union High School District is always looking for ways to better meet the needs 
of our student population. Whether the need is for academic support and enrichment to social emotional support, we always seek to do 
what is best for students. Special Education is no different. 

A few years back, the Tulare County Office of Education began opening Intervention Resource Classrooms (I.R.C.)  at various locations in 
districts throughout the county. The program, which serves as an extension of the Special Education program, aimed at meeting the needs 
of our more at-risk students on IEPs (Individual Education Program). The focus of the I.R.C. program was on being able to support 
students by creating a comprehensive educational and therapeutic setting.  

After observing some of the other programs in the county, the idea for opening an I.R.C. class was presented to the district leadership team 
and to our Board of Trustees. What would make the program unique for TJUHSD, was that the program would be ran by the district 
whereas ordinarily the County Office of Education took the reigns. After some thought and consideration and after having the support of 
all parties involved including our County Office of Education, the program was introduced as a pilot program at Mission Oak High School 
in the fall of 2018. 

The first year of introduction was moderately successful as the site had to work out which strategies worked best and which behaviors 
needed more attention. In time, the program began to produce results. Students experienced a drop in misbehaviors– including 
suspensions– as staff worked with students on how to handle situations they encountered each day. Staff worked with students on looking 
at the issue(s) at hand and focused on the decision-making process, reflecting on how things could be handled in certain ways. These social 
skills and skill building are a core component for fostering social success. The I.R.C. program also saw an improvement in student grades. 
Students passed more of their classes by having that additional academic support. It became evident, that through a safe and supportive 
environment and with a focus on teaching students the necessary skills to be successful, that students can be successful. 

After a few years of tracking the results and impact of the program and seeing how successful it had been, the program expanded to the 
district’s other comprehensive sites at Tulare Union and Tulare Western in 2021. Each site program is staffed with a lead teacher and two 
behavior rehabilitation specialists. The lead teacher assumes the role as the primary academic teacher and also serves as the comprehensive 
support for the student. The behavior specialists focus on meeting each student’s social, emotional and mental health needs.The team of 
three work with the student as a whole. In addition, site support is provided by the school psychologist, the team of counselors, and site 
administration.  

Enrollment in I.R.C. is limited for the time being in order to maintain the program’s true impact and its ability to thoroughly serve our 
students. Acceptance to the program is done through referral at each site. For more information, please contact the TJUHSD Director of 
Special Education, Mr. Roger Robles  at (559) 688-2021.  

IRC Program
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The Pro Youth After School XL Program is off to a great start at Tulare Union servicing over 50 Tribe Students daily, as well 
as providing a safe and secure space before or after school for over 300 of our students to date. The XL program provides 
academic support by running our morning and afternoon peer-tutoring (Bilingual tutors are available)  in the areas of English, 
History, Algebra 1 and 2, Geometry, Chemistry, Biology, Psychology, Latin 1 through 3, and Spanish. The XL program staff 
also help the counseling office with their College Cafes (Wednesdays during lunch in the Career Center), FAFSA workshops, 
and College and Career ambassadors available to help with college, FAFSA, and job applications everyday from 1-6 pm. 

The program also offers a variety of healthy and fun activities, such as cooking class, powerlifting and weight training. 
Students can work on completing the necessary requirements to earn their driver's license by attending our morning Drivers 
Ed courses. Our teachers also like to have fun with our students and offer a gaming theory class that teaches students how to 
play board games but also the strategy and critical thinking behind successful game players. Our newest addition to our 
program is our fast growing Esports class that has already won the Rocket League Tournament earlier this month. Students 
are putting their gaming skills to the test and representing Tulare Union and our district in competitions for Super Smash 
Bros and League of Legendends.  

Our resource room is open daily from 10 am to 6 pm as a safe place for students to hang out, participate in group activities 
and events such as last month’s Shrektacular event in which students played a Shrek trivia game while watching Shrek 2, 
making Shrek buttons and completing Shrek art pages. For the month of October the XL staff will be hosting Spooky Movie 
Nights for the students each week. Students can come watch Hocus Pocus, Haunted Mansion, Scary Stories to Tell in the 
Dark, and Monster House.  Each movie night will take place in the resource room and students get to watch and participate in 
a fun Halloween Activity. 

The XL program has been working hard to provide a safe, supportive and fun learning environment and program for Tulare 
Union and are a great addition to our campus and Tribe Family.  
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Here at Tulare Western, our After School XL Program is in full swing.  Although our former Site Director, Corey Bell, 
moved on to a bigger role in the XL Program, our new Site Director, Megan Reineccius, along with our new Program 
Leader II, Michelle Gutierrez, have continued where Corey left off in creating a well balanced and diverse after school 
program for our Mustang students.  The TW XL Program currently offers nine different classes, including 
Weightlifting (morning and afternoon), Resource Room (peer tutoring), College & Career, Theater, World Language, 
Math Lab, and Muffin Mania.  

We are averaging around 80 students per day and look forward to that number growing throughout the school year 
along with the number of classes offered.  The program is always looking for more teachers and classes to be added.  
Teachers are free to be creative in their design of whatever class they would want to teach.  Some classes that have 
been offered in the past include E-Sports (video gaming), Art of Gaming (board and card games), Cricut (crafts), 
Folklorico Dancing, Jazz Dance,  Breadmaking, and Sewing to name a few.

We are ALL IN at TW in whatever we do and that includes offering our Mighty Mustangs numerous opportunities 
during after school hours to get involved, receive academic support, stay active, and have tons of fun!
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XL program helps Hawks excel
By Jocelyn Gomez Ontiveros - The Mission Oak Talon

Around the world, high schoolers participate in extracurricular activities that involve them coming to school early or staying 
late. However, sometimes those activities aren’t of interest to some students. 

At Mission Oak High School in Tulare, we have many resources available for students to use when necessary. One of the 
resources available is a program called XL, where students are encouraged to “excel.” The goal of the XL program, in the 
words of Rebecca Perez, the lead coordinator at Mission Oak, is to “provide students academic and enrichment opportunities 
before and after school.” 

But what does XL do? XL provides many programs that students can participate in. Mission Oak has 14 programs to choose 
from, a few of them being arts of gaming, 
Cricut, DJing, Dungeons & Dragons, engineering, e-sports, and peer-tutoring. XL organizes the activities to allow students to 
participate in multiple activities. This means that multi-skilled students can participate in as many as they’d like. 

When asked what her favorite part of the XL program was, Perez answered, “Not to sound cliche but hanging out with the 
students.” She loves how the XL program provides students a way to be involved at school, especially students that you 
wouldn’t normally see staying before or after school.

In fact, XL has the ability to help students raise their grades, both by tutoring from successful peers and engaging activities 
that improve school attendance (you’re more likely to come to school if you know something really exciting is waiting). 

Though XL exists at other schools, Perez loved being able to create the program here at Mission Oak from practically nothing. 
The main thing that separates XL from other clubs and organizations here on campus is that it is a complete drop-in program. 

Continued on next page
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Students can attend any program on any day without having to sign up. Everything needed is provided making attendance 
completely free. XL makes sure that students are enjoying themselves and are constantly taking suggestions.

Brenden Denney is a former student and current XL assistant here on campus. He began going his junior year and is still 
connected with the program because of how much he loved it. Denney said, “The program itself is excellent in connecting 
with the students and making sure that they have a safe environment to stay in.” I can confirm his statement that the XL 
program is a safe environment to stay in. When I entered the blocked-off section in the Mission Oak library where XL is 
located, I felt comfortable the entire time and was invited to continue going. Anyone can go and find others who have similar 
interests as them.

XL makes it its mission to be as engaged and involved as possible. During the pandemic, the program was still running the 
whole time. How? They offered programs that could be accessed virtually. On Zoom, they played games, asked people what 
their hot takes or unpopular opinions were, and held other ways in which students would be allowed to interact with each 
other. 

Now that we’re back in person, XL is stronger than ever and growing all the time. If you’re interested in broadening your 
horizons, stop by the MO library to learn more about our exciting XL programs. Teachers and staff members are also 
encouraged to start up new XL programs to get students interested in something fun.

Also, don’t forget to follow the MO XL program on Instagram (@mohs_xl).

● Jocelyn Gomez Ontiveros is a Mission Oak senior and member of the Mission Oak Talon journalism program. 
The Talon produces content for the school website and social media, a YouTube channel, a digital magazine, the 
school newsletter and various other media projects.
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Accelerated Charter High School's partnership with the XL Program gives students the opportunity to continue 
gaining hands-on learning experience beyond school hours. Keeping in line with the current job market trends in our 
area, many of our XL programs focus on job-skills training to support student employment post-high school. One 
example is the Forklift Certification course, headed by our ag science teacher, Mrs. Granicy. This 6-week course is 
offered twice a week on Mondays and Thursdays from 3:45PM-5:45PM. Students begin the course learning and 
reviewing safety protocol. Upon passing the safety test and written exam, students then learn how to operate the 
forklift by going through a series of practices that teach them the fundamentals of inspecting, load handling, safe 
driving, and stability. In addition to Forklift Certification, ACHS also offers driver's education, automotive shop, Ag 
Club (woodworking, floral, and landscaping), welding, weight lifting, and college and career support. 

Kate Ornelas, a current program participant, shared that she appreciated the push from Mrs. Granicy and the XL 
director, Mrs. Shook, to learn something new. Another participant, Erik Morning, added that the courses available 
were not something he had access to at his previous school, and he likes the opportunity to learn by doing. Students 
that stay for the XL Program are provided with an afternoon snack, and a late bus is offered for students that do not 
have their own transportation. Mrs. Shook also coordinates field trips, which have included going to the Getty 
Museum and a visit to the lake. ACHS thanks XL for helping our students get connected to school, while also 
preparing them for the future. Students who are interested in participating may contact the ACHS office or the XL 
office on campus. 
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The Tulare Adult School began offering a new class this fall semester, Plaza Comunitaria, designed to help our students 
with their Adult Basic Education.  The class is taught in Spanish, with the goal of preparing our students to enter either 
the High School Diploma course or the Spanish GED course by granting them official certificates in primaria and 
secundaria education from Mexico.

The class is offered in partnership with the Secretary of Education of Mexico and the Mexican Consulate of Fresno and 
has opened the door for many new students to find success here at Tulare Adult School.  The partnership with the 
Consul has provided us the opportunity to attract community members to our school and assist our existing students 
with information and documentation they may need for work. 

October 3rd - 6th, 2022 the Mexican Consulate held an event at our Maple Campus called the “Consulate on Wheels” 
which was open to our adult school students and the public at large. The Consulate provided many services while they 
were here, saving people from having to make the trip to Fresno or further to gain access to the Consul. Among the 
services the Consulate provided were: assistance with passports, consular identification, dual citizenship registration, 
visas request for Mexico, Power of Attorney, wills, protection department, legal advisory, and information about 
deferred action for early arrivals (DACA).  The event was well attended, and all appointment times were filled each 
day. This event was so successful, in fact, that the “Consulate on Wheels” will return to our campus for a week this 
coming spring. 

Partnerships like this one with the Mexican Consulate have assisted students already attending Tulare Adult School, 
while promoting our program offerings like Plaza Comunitaria, English as a Second Language (ESL), and Citizenship 
to those who live in our community.  This is just one way we are working to broaden our reach and enhance our 
services in Tulare.  If you would like to learn more about Plaza Comunitaria and the other programs offered at Tulare 
Adult School, please visit www.tulareadultschool.net or call (559) 686-0225 to schedule an orientation or to register for 
classes. 
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